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Q: Meaning and Usage of "Pick Up the Fence" The phrase pick up the fence seems to me to be very common but from my Google searches I don't see it mentioned in any of the dictionaries I checked. It appears that it just means take on yourself the duties of something for which you are responsible. For example, I would say, "Thanks for picking up the mail" as in, "Thanks for taking the mail from our mailbox" but I don't think I would say,

"Thanks for picking up the fence" as in "Thanks for taking care of your responsibilities." So the meaning seems to me to be different. Is this correct? A: Pick up something of your own I have no reason to doubt that the phrase "Pick up the fence" is ordinary English. The sense of pick up is "take care or responsibility for," so, while the -ing suffix can be elided, the phrase seems to me to indicate an action that you perform of your own will. It has
the sense of "assume responsibility," "pick up the slack," or "pick up the pieces." The word fence has only one sense, in common use A fence is a linear construction of
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