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specially designed for the studio production of strings, drums,.**Sir,** [@bib1] described the results
of an experience in the identification of communities in a study of community nursing that they refer
to as community orientated practice. Data are starting to emerge regarding the widespread
phenomenon that many of us label 'patient group', 'diffusion community', 'community in health',
'community nursing' or what have you. We all recognise that the 'patient group' or 'patient-preferred
term' approach has a long history ([@bib5]; [@bib2]). Many of us who do this work regard our
research and, importantly, our services as directed towards *working with* groups of people, and
who regard it as part of our practice to negotiate an agreement with people to give the intended title
to their community-based work, even if one of us has some deep concern about the appropriateness
of that title. The paper by [@bib1] shows that perceptions of appropriateness are influenced by,
among other things, who is involved in the decision-making and why. This study is a particularly
interesting critique of the use of language of 'hospital' or 'clinic' in the health and social care context.
We accept, from what is said in their paper, that those who use 'community nursing' as a label for
their work are faced with problems of ownership and should engage in negotiations to determine a
name that serves their own purposes. We also accept that these 'negotiations' can be influenced by
professional groups and membership of professional associations. The importance to us of the paper
is that the concept of 'community-orientated practice' is associated with the achievement of a
'community' or a 'community-based' approach to nursing. This was not recognised by the study
authors, and we believe that by being 'community orientated' we do not limit our nursing to the
'patient group'. We need to identify what it is we do with the groups. We need to describe and refine
the definitions we use to name those groups. It is possible to be 'community orientated' without
working with communities and we could say that this is done by all 'community orientated' services.
Many of us, both as individuals and in
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